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Having thus described the preferred embodiments, the invention is now 



claimed to be: 
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T A method ot linish processmga setr^^etitpnfm aia, comp^aI)^g^ — 

receiving a first finishijig^instruction corresponding to a first finishing 
operation associated-v^th the set of output media; and, 

ba^'oiTa determination to process the set of output media by other 
than ^Ke^first finishing ^peration, s ubstituting a second finishing instruction 




nding to a second finishing operation j 



first finishing instructic 



2. The method as set forth in^claim 1, fiirtheii-cemprising applying — ^ 
the second finishing operation to the set ofi6utputHni^dia. 





3. The method'as set forth in claim 1, fiirther comprising: 
deterniining^ufiavdlability of the first finishing operation; and, 
selecting a substitute finishing instruction associated with an available 
finishing operation. 




4r- Ttemethod as set forth inxlaim 1, wherein the second-fifiishing::^^ 



operation is'selected fi^om a collating process, a registration process, a binding process, 
process, a hole forming process, and arrahsU;act finishing process^^ 




5. The method as seV^^i^kj^^ wherein the applying sfef 

comprises placing a slipsheet relativSto the set of output media indicative of where a 
finishing-op»ation-is^<rBeperformed. 



-method as setfortR~irrclafmr5rwherein-the applying^tep 
fiirthep^<5omprises marking the slipsheet with information including the first finishing 
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^^F== — The method as set forth in-claim- ^r^vhCTeiTFffie^ 
further comprises marking the slipsheet with a human-readable description ^^Hhe first 
finishing instruction. 



8. The method as set forth in claim S, wherein the applying step 
further comprises marking the slipsheet with a machine-rea^wle description of the first 
finishing instruction. 

9. The method as set forth in c^aim 2, wherein the applying step 
comprises marking the set of output media with jitformation including the first finishing 
instruction. 

10. A method of prq/essing a print job using abstract finishing 

comprising: 

receiving the print jo]K including desired finishing instructions; 
generating a marl9er representing at least one of the desired finishing 
instructions; and, 

placing the m^ker at a selected location relative to the print job. 

1 1 . The method as set forth in claim 10, wherein the generating step 

comprises: 

converting the desired finishing instruction into a human-readable 
description of the/desired finishing instruction; and, 

larking the human-readable description of the desired finishing 
instruction onf a slipsheet. 



comprises: 



12. The method as set forth in claim 10, wherein the generating step 



converting the desired instruction into a machine-readable description of 



th^de'sired finishing instruction; and, 
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5 Ttmfldn^tliFlSacHine-readaBlF^escripf^^ 
instruction on a slipsheet. 

13. The method as set forth in claim 10, wherein hiaividual output 
media comprise a printed area and a border area, and the placing sf^ comprises placing 
the marker on the border area of individual output media. X 

14. The method as set forth in cla^ 10, wherein individual output 
media comprise an area for job content, and the/placing step comprises placing the 
marker on the area for job content. / 

1 5 . The method as set/forth in claim 1 0, wherein the desired finishing 
instruction includes inserting additional media at a selected location relative to the print 
job, and the placing step comprises inserting the marker as a placeholder for the 
additional media. / 

16. The riiethod as set forth in claim 10, wherein the placing step 
comprises inserting a marker at compilation boundaries within the print job. 

17. /a printing system comprising: 

a user interface for supplying the printing system with data including a 
desired finishing/uistruction; 

A finishing element which applies a finishing operation to a print job; and, 
5 / 2l processor in communication with the user interface and the finishing 

element, smd processor determining compatibility between the finishing element and the 
desired /finishing instruction, and upon determining incompatibility, selecting a 
compgttible finishing instruction for the finishing element. 

/ 18. The printing system as set forth in claim 17, wherein the 

processor substitutes the selected compatible finishing instruction for the desired 
fiirisfiiiigTnstnic^ 
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4^: The pri nting" system as set tonh in" 

processor determines user preference reg^xiing'lfie selected compatible finishing 
instruction. 




20^ The printing system as set forth in claim 17, wherein the finishing 
operation af^ied by the finishing element is selected firom a collating process, a 
registration process, a binding^rocess, a cutting process, a hole forming process, and 



an'2k^tractBiiishing"prbcess. 
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